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the world save the elbowing, crushing throng of phantom—yet to him absolutely real—personages, whom he took into his being, and in whose life he lived. For the time he felt with their feelings, saw with their eyes, became possessed by them, as the great actor becomes possessed by the personality he represents. " C'etait un voyaiit, non. un obser-vateur," as Philarete Chasles said with truth.
In 1829 Balzac was introduced by the publisher
M.   Levavasseur    to   Emile   de    Girardin,   who
became—and the connection was life-long—what
Mme. de Girardin called La Touche,—an " intimate
enemy."    At first  all was  harmony.    Emile  de
Girardin's letters, beginning in 1830 with " Mon
tres-cher Monsieur," are addressed in 1831 to " Mon
cher  Balzac";   but it is  doubtful   whether   the
finish of one written in October, 1830, and ending
with " Amitie d'ainbition !! I " * is exactly flattering
to the recipient—it savours rather strongly of what
is  termed in  vulgar parlance  "cupboard   love."
However, Girardin was the first to recognise the
great writer's talents, and at the end of 1829, or
the beginning of 1830, after having  inserted   an
article by Balzac in La Mode, of which he was
editor, he invited his collaboration, as well as that
of Victor Varaigne, Hippolyte Auger, and Bois le
Comte, in forming a bibliographical supplement to
the daily papers, which was to be entitled  " Le
feuilleton des journaux politiques."    This was a
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